
Interactive 

Science Notebooks  



Does this sound 
familiar?? 

ɆI canôt find my 
notesé.homeworkéquizzes 

ɆI canô remember what we did 
yesterday in classé.. 

ɆI was absent last week and canôt 
find my notesé.. 



(ÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÙÏÕÒ ÁÎÓ×ÅÒȣ 



What is an interactive 
notebook? 

ɆA place to record information 

ɆEnables the student to process ideas and make 
connections 

ɆCulmination of student work throughout  
the year 

ɆDemonstrates content learned and reflective 
knowledge by the student 

 



Benefits of Using 
Interactive Notebooks 

Ɇ$ÅÖÅÌÏÐ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȭ ÔÈÉÎËÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÐÒÅÐÁÒÅ ÆÏÒ ΤΣst-
century workforce 

ɆIncrease communication between the 
stakeholders 

ɆDifferentiating instruction  

 



How IN used in the 
science curriculum? 

ɆExplore ideas in class and students individually 
form hypothesis 

ɆStudents participate in an inquiry based 
investigationɂgather data, observe,  
form questions, make sketches, and formulate 
ideas about topic being studied.  

ɆAfter investigation is over, students and 
teachers come together as a class for a 
discussion. 

 



ɆDevelop overarching question or problem 
researched during the unit of study. All 
learning during the unit will be linked back to 
this question. 

ɆLab investigationsɂstarts with key  
questions 

ɆStudents write in notebook, then discuss 
 in groups. 

 



Classroom Snapshot 

ɆWhat should you see when students use 
interactive notebooks in your classroom? 

ɆThe notebook should be open at all timesɂ
during a lab, while using the textbook, and  
during student discourse. 

ɆYou should see students writingɂthe 
notebook should be filled with writing  
from the beginning to the end. 

 



ɆWhen you open a notebook you should see 
writing on every page. You should see text 
features such as highlighting, color, graphics, 
headings, and writingɂshould also see 
student work getting progressively  
betterɀ observe the thought process of  
the student with self-reflection  
embedded in the work. 



3ÏȣÁÎ )ÎÔÅÒÁÃÔÉÖÅ 

3ÃÉÅÎÃÅ .ÏÔÅÂÏÏË ÉÓȣȢ 

Ɇ A student thinking tool 

Ɇ !Î ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÅÒ ÆÏÒ ÉÎÑÕÉÒÙ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ×ÈÁÔ ) ÌÅÁÒÎÅÄȣ 

Ɇ A way to access and process the learning utilizing various modalities 
(writing, drawing, and discussion) 

Ɇ A place for writing rough drafts based on hands-on learning 

Ɇ A formative assessment tool for teachers 

 



Why Use Interactive  

Science Notebooks? 

ɆImprove organization skills 

ɆImprove critical thinking skills 

ɆExpress understanding creatively 



Why are we using Interactive Science 

Notebooks? 

ɆRecord data 

Ɇ Study for tests 

Ɇ Record progress 

Ɇ Communication 



Impact of Hands-on Science & 

Science Interactive Notebooks 

on Student Achievement 

Research shows that student understanding and literacy skills improve 
when students do hands-on minds-on science and use science 

notebooks to make sense of their science investigations. 



Science Interactive 
Notebook Setup  



Science Notebook Supplies  

 

scissors  

colored pencils  

pens & 
pencils  

NO MARKERS! 

Spiral 
Notebook  

Glue or glue stick  

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/-/B0008GO368/sr=1-9/qid=1145025920/ref=sr_1_9/102-6435020-5692120?_encoding=UTF8&s=office-products&v=glance
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/-/B00004UBGU/sr=1-14/qid=1145025961/ref=sr_1_14/102-6435020-5692120?_encoding=UTF8&s=office-products&v=glance


Right Side? Left Side?  

What Goes Where?  
Left Side = Student Output  

 
Lots of Color  

 
The brain remembers things in color  

 
better  

(Showing Understanding and Creativity)  

Ɇ BOCA=beginning of class assignment  

Ɇ Concept Maps  

Ɇ Drawings  

Ɇ Reflective Writing  

Ɇ Questions  

Ɇ Data and Graphs  

 

 



ɆSongs  

ɆPoems  

ɆData from Experiments  

ɆCartoons or cartoon strips  

 



òA Bit More On The Leftó 

Getting Students to Think About Their Learning  

REFLECTION:  Use Guiding Prompts:  

What are you curious about?  

What would you like to test?  

What was the main idea?  

What are the important details to remember?  

How does this relate to your life?  

What donõt you understand? 



Getting started -  
Step 1:  

On the cover, 

write your name 

and period #. 

Draw a diagram of 

something that 

reminds you of 

science. 





Step 2:  

Ä Starting with the first page, number the first 50 pages. 
Numbers should be small and at the top outside corner of 
every page.  

 

AUTHORS PAGE  

ñALL ABOUT  
YOU PAGEò 

1 3 2 

(Skip pages 0 - 9..These will be 
REFERENCE PAGES)  



Step 3:  
At the top of pages 5,6,7 write Table of  

Contents.  Divide each page into 3 
columns, date, description, page #.   

Table of Contents  
5 7 6 

Table of Contents  Table of Contents  
Date   Description    Page #  

Date   Description    Page #  Date   Description    Page #  



8 9 10  11  



DATE DESCRIPTION PAGE #  Grade/ 

Stamp 

Table of Contents  
Exampleé 



Step 4: 

1  

ÅWhat are you 
curious about?  
ÅWhat would you like 
to test?  
ÅWhat was the main 
idea?  
ÅWhat are the 
important details to 
remember?  
ÅHow does this relate 
to your life?  
ÅWhat donôt you 
understand ? 

Add the following reflection questions on page 1.  You will use 
these as open response questions. When you canôt think of 
something else to do for your left side entry, use one of these.  
Remember open response means a paragraph and a paragraph 
has multiple sentences.  



 

Right Side=Teacher Input 

Even Pages = 2,4,6,8.. 

  
The RIGHT  side of the notebook 
contains information given by the 
teacher.  
Lecture notes  
Lab notes  
Vocabulary  
Basic Knowledge Questions  
Reading Notes  
Movie, Video notes  
Study Guides  
PowerPoint notes  



 

ɆThe RIGHT side of the 
notebook contains 
information given to 
the student by the 
teacher. This is the 
ESSENTIAL information 
that will DEFINITELY be 
on a quiz or test.  
Nothing else should go 
on this side.   


